WHO’S WHO IN INTERNATIONAL TRADE
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dia regarding Middle

East issues. In 1980, he

started Middie East Inter-
national, a consulting firm and expnrt manage-
ment company that specializes in doing business
in the Middie East. He is a Seattle resident.
What is your role within your company or or-
ganization? Heads a business consultation and
export management firm specializing in U.S.
trade to the Middle East. Company also offers
complete translation and interpretation services
for seven Middle Eastern dialects.

What is your role in international trade? Sets
up channels for marketing and product distribu-
tion of U.S. products to Middle East countries.
What do you consider to be the major issues
facing trade in the Puget Sound area? “Lack
of knowledge or education as to the business op-
portunities available in the Middle East; negative
stereotypes of Arabs as people; limited diversity
in the Puget Sound; conservative attitudes to-
ward the Middle East.”

What are Washington state's advantages and/
or drawbacks for the international trade sec-
tor? “Advantages: renewable technologies and
services to export. Disadvantages: limited diver-
sity.”
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